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R. Jean Brownlee Professor of Anthropology
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335 University Museum, 3260 South Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104
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deborah.thomas@sas.upenn.edu
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

1/2023-Present
Research Scholar, Race:Gender:Class, University of Johannesburg

9/2019-9/2022
Research Associate, Visual Identities in Art and Design (VIAD), University of Johannesburg

7/2018-Present
Director, Center for Experimental Ethnography

7/2017-12/2017
Director, Program in Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies; Alice Paul Center

5/2011-Present
Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania
Core Faculty, Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies

Graduate Group Member:  Department of Africana Studies; Department of English; Department of Comparative Literature, School of Social Policy and Practice
7/2015-7/2017
Chair, Anthropology Graduate Group

7/2009-12/2012
Chair, Anthropology Graduate Group
5/2010-Present
Secondary Faculty, Graduate School of Education, University of Pennsylvania

7/2006-5/2011
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania

1/2006-6/2006
Associate Professor, Department of Cultural Anthropology, Duke University

2002-1/2006
Assistant Professor, Department of Cultural Anthropology, Duke University



Secondary Appointment, Women’s Studies Program



Affiliated Faculty, Program in African and African American Studies

2000-2002
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for the Americas, Wesleyan University

2000

Adjunct Professor, New York University

EDUCATION

2000

PhD, Anthropology, New York University 

1994

MA, Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, New York University

1988

AB (Honors), Semiotics, Brown University

AWARDS AND HONORS

2023

“Bush Music,” The Crossroads Project/Henry Luce Foundation ($10,000 in support of Tambufest)

2022

“A Workshop in Radically Humanist Anthropological Praxis,” A Wenner-Gren Foundation sponsored Seminar, 12-15 December 2022 

2021

Gordon K. and Sybil Lewis Book Award, Caribbean Studies Association (Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation)
2021

Penn Undergraduate Research Mentoring Award for “Decolonizing Penn’s Anthropology Department ($8000 to support two undergraduates to research and create a documentary film)

2020

Society for Cultural Anthropology, Gregory Bateson Prize Runner-Up (Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation)

2020

American Ethological Society, Senior Book Prize (Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation)
2020

American Anthropological Association Gender Equity Award

2018

Penn Undergraduate Research Mentoring Award for “Sexuality and Human Rights in Jamaica” ($8000 to support two undergraduate researchers, summer 2018)

2018

Fox Leadership International (FLI) Partnerships for Educational Advancement and Cultural Exchange (PEACE) to support collaborations in China ($25,000)

2017

China Research Engagement Fund to support Symposium at PWCC on contemporary Chinese investment in the Caribbean ($34,650)
2017

Fox Leadership International (FLI) Partnerships for Educational Advancement and Cultural Exchange (PEACE) to support research in China ($20,000)
2016

Price Lab, Digital Humanities Faculty Fellow

2014-2015
Digital Humanities Forum Incubation Grant (Tivoli Stories)
2014-2015
Provost’s Interdisciplinary Seminar Fund (Penn Initiative for Visual and Performative Ethnography)

2013-2014
Penn Humanities Forum Faculty Fellow, Violence
2013

Provost’s Interdisciplinary Arts Fellowship (Tivoli Stories)

2012

Travel Grant, Ford Foundation/IIE, Bad Friday in Africa
2012

Global Engagement Fund Award, University of Pennsylvania, Bad Friday in Africa 
2005

Ford Foundation Diversity Fellowship, Postdoctoral Award

2005

American Association of University Women, American Postdoctoral Fellowship (declined)

2005

Josiah Charles Trent Memorial Foundation Grant

2005

Duke-UNC Consortium for Latin American and Caribbean Studies Conference Grant

2004

Research Institute for the Study of Man Grant

2003

Duke-UNC Consortium for Latin American and Caribbean Studies Working Group Grant

2003

Duke University Center for International Studies Grant 

2003

Josiah Charles Trent Memorial Foundation Grant

2003

Duke University Arts and Sciences Research Council Grant

2000

Mellon Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Wesleyan University

1998

Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship for Minorities

1996

Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research Pre-Doctoral Award

1993

Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies Research Grant

1988

Brown University Arnold Fellowship

PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS

2019.  Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Sovereignty, Witnessing, Repair.  Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
2011.  Exceptional Violence:  Embodied Citizenship in Transnational Jamaica.  Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
2004.  Modern Blackness:  Nationalism, Globalization, and the Politics of Culture in Jamaica.  Durham, NC:  Duke University Press.

EDITED VOLUMES
2023.  Sovereignty Unhinged:  An Illustrated Primer for the Study of Present Intensities, Disavowals, and Temporal Derangements, co-edited volume with Joseph Masco.  Durham, NC:  Duke University Press.
2022.  Changing Continuities:  The Selected Works of Constance R. Sutton, co-edited volume with David Sutton.  Kingston:  Ian Randle Press.
2022.  Citizenship on the Edge:  Sex, Gender, Race, Eds. Nancy J. Hirschmann and Deborah A. Thomas.  Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press.

2006.  Globalization and Race:  Transformations in the Cultural Production of Blackness, Eds. Kamari M. Clarke and Deborah A. Thomas.  Durham, NC:  Duke University Press.
MULTI-MEDIA INSTALLATIONS
Rotten Foundations, Dangerous Footholds, Slought Foundation, 9 December 2021-6 January 2022.
Bearing Witness:  Four Days in West Kingston, Penn Museum of Anthropology and Archaeology, November 18, 2017-October 2020.
FILMS
Four Days in May.  A collaboration between myself, Junior “Gabu” Wedderburn, and psychologist Deanne M. Bell, this experimental documentary explores the archives generated by state violence by focusing on the 2010 State of Emergency in West Kingston, Jamaica.  In May of that year, the military and police force entered Tivoli Gardens and surrounding communities by force in order to apprehend Christopher “Dudus” Coke, who had been ordered for extradition to the United States to stand trial for gun and drug-related charges.  This resulted in the deaths of at least 75 civilians.  The film features community residents talking about what they experienced during the “incursion,” and naming and memorializing loved ones they lost.  Through the use of archival film and photographs, footage from the U.S. drone that was overhead during the operation, and contemporary hyper-realist film photography of the “garrison” of Tivoli Gardens, it encourages viewers to think about how people negotiate the entanglements among nationalist governments, imperialist practices, and local articulations with illicit international trades.
SCREENINGS
Craft Market, Port Antonio, Jamaica (Preview), 9 March 2018

Grafton Studios, Kingston, Jamaica (Preview), 8 March 2018

UC-Irvine, Graduate Workshop (Preview), 5 March 2018

Dinghaiqiao Mutual Aid Society (Shanghai), 20 May 2018
Lynval’s Lawn, Port Morant, St. Thomas, Jamaica, 20 July 2018

Black Star International Film Festival (World Premiere), 2 August 2018

Penn State University, 26 September 2018

Nottingham Trent University, 31 October 2018

London Metropolitan University, 7 November 2018

De Balie Theatre, Amsterdam, 9 November 2018

Bahamas International Film Festival, 29-30 November 2018

Scribe Video Center, 8 February 2019

Florida International University, 1 March 2019

University of the West Indies, 8 March 2019

Cannes Pan-African Film Festival (17-20 April 2019)

Keleketla! Library, Johannesburg, South Africa, 12 May 2019

Bronze Lens Film Festival, Atlanta, 22 August 2019

McGill University, 20 January 2020

Television Jamaica (TVJ), Broadcast dates:  25 May, 31 May 2020 (also available on 1SpotMedia Subscription Service)

Montreal International Black Film Festival, 23 September-4 October 2020

Kingston Biennial, 28 October 2022

Free Library of Philadelphia, 25 January 2023

University of Edinburgh, 7 April 2023

Four Days in West Kingston.  An experimental short (7:30) that uses the 2010 State of Emergency in West Kingston Jamaica – popularly known as the “Tivoli Incursion” – to raise a number of questions:  What does it mean to be human in the wake of the plantation?  How do people confront the pressures of colonialism and slavery, nationalism and state formation?  What forms of community and expectation are produced in and through violence?  In what ways can we meaningfully bear witness to these processes?

Winner, Award of Recognition, Best Shorts Competition

Shorts Festival, Philadelphia (28 March 2019)

Ethnografilm Festival, Paris (16-20 April 2019)

Cannes Pan-African Film Festival (17-20 April 2019)

5th Grenada Contemporary Exhibition, Art House 473 (29 September-13 October, 2019)

Bad Friday:  Rastafari after Coral Gardens.  A documentary film co-directed with John L. Jackson, Jr., and produced with John L. Jackson, Jr., Junior “Gabu” Wedderburn, Jr., and Junior “Ista J” Manning (2011, distributed by Third World Newsreel).  The film focuses on a community of Rastafarians in western Jamaica who annually commemorate the 1963 Coral Gardens “incident,” a moment just after independence when the Jamaican government rounded up, jailed and tortured hundreds of Rastafarians.  It chronicles the history of violence in Jamaica through the eyes of its most iconic community, and shows how people use their recollections of past traumas to imagine new possibilities for a collective future.
SCREENINGS

Dinghaiqiao Mutual Aid Society (Shanghai), 20 August 2017
Lowe Sweep Hap (Hakka Museum), 16 August 2017

Shenzhen Hakka Research Center, 15 August 2017

Chengdu Bookworm, 12 August 2017
Beijjing Bookworm, 7 August 2017

Sing Sing Correctional Facility, Ossining NY, 30 November 2015

Lehigh University, 16 October 2014

Sundial Cultural and Learning Center, Bronx NY, 17 May 2014

University of the West Indies, Cave Hill, 14 March 2014

Caribbean Cultural Theatre, Medgar Evers College, 26 October 2013

Nelson Mandela Robben Island Gateway Museum, Cape Town, 24 July 2013

Judah Square Center, Cape Town, 22 July 2013

Yeoville Recreational Center, Johannesburg, 20 July 2013

Katlehong Arts Center, Johannesburg, 19 July 2013

Soweto Credo Mutwa Cultural Village, Johannesburg, 17 July 2013

African Freedom Station, Johannesburg, 16 July 2013

University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, 13 July 2013

Marcus Garvey Community Center, Cape Town, 12 July 2013

Elsies River Library, Cape Town, 11 July 2013

Paddington Arts Center, London, 7 July 2013

Northwestern University, 26 April 2013

University of California-Berkeley, 14 March 2013

Florida International University, 31 January 2012

Festangola 2012, Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, 24 November 2012

Jamaican Film Festival, Frankfurt, Germany, 27 October 2012

Bucknell University, 24 October 2012

African Studies Association, East Lansing, MI, 10 October 2012

University of Colorado-Boulder, 5 October 2012

New York University, Center for Culture, History, and Media, 28 September 2012

Hip Hop Education Center, New York, NY, 6 September 2012

SALISES 50/50 Conference, Kingston, 23 August 2012

Blackstar Film Festival, Philadelphia, 5 August 2012

AFI Hamptons World Peace Initiative Film Festival, 5 August 2012
Montreal International Black Film Festival, 25 July 2012

Jamaica Reggae Film Festival, The Drum, Birmingham U.K., 20 May 2012

University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, 30 April 2012

Annual Coral Gardens Commemoration, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 6 April 2012

Princeton University, 28 March 2012

Rutgers University, 26 March 2012

University of Toronto, 16 March 2012

Rootical Vibrations @ Studio K, Amsterdam, February 2012

San Diego Black Film Festival, January 2012

Florida International University, Rootz Foundation, January 2012

Scribe Video Center, Philadelphia, December 2011

Hollywood Black Film Festival, October 2011

CUNY Graduate Center, October 2011

Trinidad and Tobago International Film Festival, September/October 2011
Duke University, September 2011

Bob Marley Museum, Kingston, Jamaica (Premiere), June 2011

Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, Curacao, June 2011 (Preview)

Coral Gardens Commemoration, Montego Bay, Jamaica, April 2011 (Preview)

Human Rights Film Festival, University of Virginia, April 2011 (Preview)

Yale University, What is Caribbean Studies: Prisms, Paradigms, Practices, April 2011 (Preview)

University of Pennsylvania, September 2010 (Preview)

Haverford College, September 2010 (Preview)

University of the West Indies, Rastafari Studies Conference, August 2010 (Preview)
PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES
2024 (October).  “Refusal (and Repair).”  Annual Review of Anthropology 53.
2024.  “Afterpresence:  The Unbounded Body.”  American Ethnologist, 
https://americanethnologist.org/online-content/collections/ 
2024.  “Death and Prefiguration.”  small axe 73:83-88.

2024.  “Afterword:  Critical Theory, Caribbeanized.”  In Creolizing Critical Theory:  New Voices in Caribbean Philosophy, Eds. Kris F. Sealey and Benjamin P. Davis, pp. 205-208.  New York:  Rowman and Littlefield.
2023.  “Afterlives:  The Recursive Plantation.”  In Global Plantations in the Modern World:  Sovereignties, Ecologies, Afterlives, Eds. Colette Le Petitcorps, Marta Macedo, and Irene Peano, pp. 353-364.  Cambridge:  Palgrave Macmillan.

2023 (with Kamari Clarke).  “Can Anthropology Be Decolonized? – SAPIENS.” Sapiens, January 24. 

HYPERLINK "https://www.sapiens.org/culture/can-anthropology-be-decolonized/" \h
https://www.sapiens.org/culture/can-anthropology-be-decolonized/
2022.  “Can Black Lives Matter in a Black Country.”  Special Issue of Social Text, “Security from the South:  Intersections of Religion, Gender and Race,” 40(3):17-35.
2022.  “What the Caribbean Teaches Us:  The Afterlives and New Lives of Coloniality.”  Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology, https://doi.org/10.1111/jlca.12578 
2021.  “The Future of Visual Anthropology in the Wake of Black Lives Matter” (with Sireita Mullings and Shawn Sobers).  Visual Anthropology Review, https://doi.org/10.1111/var.12253 
2021.  “An Anthropology of Epochal Shift:  Or, What Leith Mullings Teaches Us about Global Transformation.”  Transforming Anthropology, http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/traa.12217 
2021.  “Enclosures and Extraction:  MOVE and the Penn Museum.”  History of Anthropology Review 45, https://histanthro.org/news/observations/enclosures-and-extraction/#_ftn2 
2021.  “Abstraction, Witnessing and Repair:  or, How Multimodal Research Can Destabilize the Coloniality of the Gaze.”  Multimodality and Society 1(3):394-406, DOI: 10.1177/26349795211042771 

2021.  “Feminist Witnessing:  Creating Visual Media through Ethnographic Research.”  In Methodologies in Caribbean Research on Gender and Sexuality, Eds. Kamala Kempadoo and Halimah DeShong.  Kingston:  Ian Randle Publishers.

2020.  “Displacements:  The Jamaican 1950s.”  small axe 24(3):54-64.

2020.  “Making Four Days in May:  Bearing Witness to State Violence through Film.”  Interventions 22(1):93-105, DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/1369801X.2019.1659157  

2018.  “The End of the West and the Future of Us All.”  Journal of African Diaspora Studies 11:123-148, DOI:  https://doi.org/10.1163/18725465-01101001 
2018 (November).  “Four Days in West Kingston.”  An audio-visual essay published in the second issue of the online journal Pree.  Caribbean.  Writing.  https://preelit.com/2018/11/13/four-days-in-west-kingston/ 
2018.  “Dancing into the Politics of Race:  From Bahia to Kingston.”  In Dancing Bahia:  Essays on Afro-Bahian Dance, Education and Memory, Eds. Lucia Suarez and Yvonne Daniel.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.
2017.  “Public Secrets, Militarization, and the Cultivation of Doubt:  Kingston 2010.”  In Caribbean Military Encounters, Eds. Shalini Puri and Lara Putnam, pp. 289-309.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan.
2017.  “Rastafari, Communism, and Surveillance in Late Colonial Jamaica.”  Small Axe 54:63-84.
2016.  “Time and the Otherwise:  Plantations, Garrisons and Being Human in the Caribbean.”  Anthropological Theory 16(2-3):177-200.
2015.  “What Development Feels Like:  Politics, Prophecy, and the International Peacemakers in Jamaica.”  In Contradictory Existence:  Neoliberalism and Democracy in the Caribbean, Ed. Dave Ramsaran.  Kingston:  Ian Randle Press.
2014.  “Cox’s America:  Caste, Race, and the Problem of Culture.”  Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies 39(3):364-381.

2013.  “The Problem with Violence:  Exceptionality and Sovereignty in the New World.”  Journal of Transnational American Studies 5(1).
2013.  “Globalization and Race:  Structures of Inequality, New Sovereignties, and Citizenship in a Neoliberal Era.”  Annual Review of Anthropology 42:305-325 (with Kamari Clarke).
2013.  “Caribbean Studies, Archive Building, and the Problem of Violence.”  small axe 17(2):27-42.  
2012.  “Violence.”  Oxford Bibliographies Online, http://oxfordbibliographiesonline.com/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0027.xml?rskey=DRZfAn&result=5&q=violence#firstMatch 
2009.  “The Violence of Diaspora:  Governmentality, Class Cultures, and Circulations.”  Radical History Review 103:83-104.
2008.  “Caribbean Studies, Anthropology, and U.S. Academic Realignments,” with Karla Slocum.  Souls 10(2):123-137.
2008.  “Gendering Diaspora:  Transnational Feminisms, Diaspora, and its Hegemonies, with Tina M. Campt, Introduction to Special Issue of Feminist Review, “Gendering Diaspora,” 90:1-8.

2008.  “Walmart, ‘Katrina,’ and Other Ideological Tricks:  Jamaican Hotel Workers in Michigan.”  Special Issue of Feminist Review (Co-Edited with Tina M. Campt), “Gendering Diaspora,” 90:68-86.
2007.  “Locality in Today’s Global Caribbean:  Shifting Economies of Nation, Race, and Development,” with Karla Slocum, Introduction to Special Issue of Identities, “Caribbeanist Anthropologies at the Crossroads:  Revisiting Themes, Revising Concepts,” 14(1-2):1-18.

2007.  “Blackness Across Borders:  Jamaican Diasporas and New Politics of Citizenship.” Identities 14(1-2):111-133. 

2006.  “Public Bodies:  Virginity Testing, Redemption Songs, and Racial Respect in Jamaica,” Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology 11(1):1-31.

2006.  “Response to Commentaries on ‘Public Bodies…’”  Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology 11(1):46-50.

2005.  “Development, ‘Culture,’ and the Promise of Modern Progress,” Social and Economic Studies 54(3):97-125, Special Issue, “Governance, Institutions and Economic Growth:  Reflections on Arthur Lewis’ Theory of Economic Growth.”

2003.  “Rethinking Global and Area Studies:  Insights from Caribbeanist Anthropology.”  American Anthropologist 105(3):553-565 (co-author Karla Slocum).

2002.  “Democratizing Dance:  Institutional Transformation and Hegemonic Re-Ordering in Postcolonial Jamaica.”  Cultural Anthropology 17(4):512-550.

2002.  “Modern Blackness:  ‘What We Are and What We Hope to Be.’”  small axe 6(2):25-48.

1999.  “Emancipating the Nation (Again): Notes on Nationalism, ‘Modernization,’ and Other Dilemmas in Post-Colonial Jamaica.”  Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 5(4):501-542.

INVITED ARTICLES IN EDITED VOLUMES AND JOURNALS
Forthcoming.  “Deferral, Disavowal, Dispossession,” Response to “The Entrepreneurial Catch” by Shreya Subramani, Current Anthropology.
2023.  “Death and Disavowal.”  In Sovereignty Unhinged:  An Illustrated Primer for the Study of Present Intensities, Disavowals, and Temporal Derangements, Eds. Deborah A. Thomas and Joseph Masco.  Durham, NC:  Duke University Press.
2020.  “Diaspora at the Dawn of the 20th Century:  Embodied Knowledge and Politics Reconsidered.  Scholar and Feminist 16(2), http://sfonline.barnard.edu/zora-neale-hurston/diaspora-at-the-dawn-of-the-20th-century/ 
2020.  “Putting Bodies on the Line:  Notes on Hegemony, Vulnerability, and Witnessing.”  Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies, DOI 10.1080/17442222.2020.1828549.
2020.  “Imperial Recognitions:  Comments on Hazel Carby’s Imperial Intimacies.”  Public Books, https://www.publicbooks.org/fathers-of-empire/ 
2018.  February 12.  “Precarity in Perspective.”  Comments on an essay by Anne Alison and David Platzer.  Cultural Anthropology.  https://culanth.org/fieldsights/1313-precarity-in-perspective 
2016.  “Haiti, Politics, and Sovereign (Mis)Recognitions.”  In The Haiti Exception:  Anthropology and the Predicaments of Narrative, Eds. Alessandra Benedicty, Jhon Picard Byron, Kaiama L. Glover and Mark Schuller, pp. 137-155.  Liverpool:  Liverpool University Press.
2015.  Response to “Racializing Affect.”  Current Anthropology 56(5):671-672.
2014.  “Violence, Mourning, and Political Alternatives.”  small axe 18(1):193-199.  Response to Book Discussion of Exceptional Violence.
2013.  “Archiving Violence” (with Mark Schuller).  Transition 112.  

2013.  “Racial Situations:  Nationalist Vindication and Radical Deconstructionism.”  Cultural Anthropology 28(3):519-526.
2012.  “Commentary:  Citizenship and Social Exclusion.”  Caribbean Quarterly 58(2-3):129-132.
2012.  “Sovereignty/Intimacy:  Political Openings in Contemporary Jamaica.”  In Caribbean Sovereignty, Development and Democracy in an Age of Globalization, Ed. Linden Lewis, pp. 165-185.  New York:  Routledge.
2011.  “Globalization and Race:  Transformations in the Cultural Production of Blackness.”  With Kamari Clarke.  In RACE: Are We So Different?, Eds. Alan H. Goodman, Yolanda T. Moses and Joseph L. Jones. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell Publishing.
2009.  “Travels with Anthropology.”  small axe 13(2):210-217.

2009.  “Afterword.”  International Journal of Cultural Studies 12(2):187-192, Special Issue on Caribbean Media Worlds.
2007.  “Diasporic Hegemonies:  Popular Culture and Transnational Blackness” (with Tina M. Campt).  Transforming Anthropology 15(1):50-62.
2006.  “New Savage Slots:  Response to Viranjini Munasinghe’s ‘Theorizing World Culture through the New World:  East Indians and Creolization’.”  American Ethnologist 33(4):573-575.
2006.  “Diasporic Hegemonies:  Slavery, Memory, and Genealogies of Diaspora” (with Tina M. Campt).  Transforming Anthropology 14(2):163-172.
2006.  “Introduction:  Globalization and the Transformations of Race,” with Kamari M. Clarke.  In Globalization and Race:  Transformations in the Cultural Production of Blackness, Eds. Kamari M. Clarke and Deborah A. Thomas.  Durham, NC:  Duke University Press.

2006.  “Modern Blackness:  Progress, ‘America,’ and the Politics of Popular Culture in Jamaica.”  In Globalization and Race:  Transformations in the Cultural Production of Blackness, Eds. Kamari M. Clarke and Deborah A. Thomas.  Durham, NC:  Duke University Press.

2003.  “Radically Capitalist Ghetto Feminists:  The Politics of Race, Class, and Gender in Contemporary Jamaica.”  Revolutions of the Mind: Cultural Studies in the African Diaspora Project, 1996-2002, Eds. Dionne Bennett, Candace Moore, Ulli Ryder, and Jakobi Williams, pp. 11-33.  Los Angeles:  Center for African-American Studies, UCLA.
JOURNAL SPECIAL ISSUES
2008.  Feminist Review, “Gendering Diaspora,” Co-Edited with Tina M. Campt.

2007.  Identities, “Caribbeanist Anthropologies at the Crossroads:  Revisiting Themes, Revising Concepts,” Co-Edited with Karla Slocum.

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY
2020.  “Witnessing.”  American Anthropologist 122(4).
2020.  “The Problem of Future Thinking.”  American Anthropologist 122(3).
2020.  “Panic and Pandemics.”  American Anthropologist 122(2).
2020.  “Rights, Gifts, Repair.”  American Anthropologist 122(1).
2019.  “The Question of Audience.”  American Anthropologist 121(4).
2019.  “Crisis, Epochal Shifts, and Conceptual Disenchantment.”  American Anthropologist 121(3).
2019.  “The Problem of Translation.”  American Anthropologist 121(2).
2019.  “Death and Renewal.”  American Anthropologist 121(1).
2018.  “Leadership and Accountability.”  American Anthropologist 120(4).
2018.  “Decolonizing Disciplines.”  American Anthropologist 120(3).
2018.  “What We Reap.”  American Anthropologist 120(2).
2018.  “Money and its Effects.”  American Anthropologist 120(1).
2017.  “The Afterlives of Disasters.”  American Anthropologist 119(4).
2017.  “The Anxieties of History and Memory.”  American Anthropologist 119(3).
2017.  “The Status of the Social Fact.”  American Anthropologist 119(2).
2017.  “On the Transition.”  American Anthropologist 119(1).
2010.  “Mileposts:  ‘Without a History, You Remain a Mystery,’” with John L. Jackson, Jr.  Transforming Anthropology 18(2):107-108.
2010.  “Race, Language, and Diaspora,” with John L. Jackson, Jr.  Transforming Anthropology 18(1):1-2.

2009.  “Racialized Publics,” with John L. Jackson, Jr.  Transforming Anthropology 17(2):77-78.
2009.  “The Issue of Whiteness,” with John L. Jackson, Jr.  Transforming Anthropology 17(1):1-2.
2008.  “Politics and the Shifting Boundaries of Blackness,” with John L. Jackson, Jr.  Transforming Anthropology 16(2):93-94.
2008.  “Signing On,” with John L. Jackson, Jr.  Transforming Anthropology 16(1):1-2. 
BOOK/FILM REVIEWS
2021.  The Confounding Island:  Jamaica and the Postcolonial Predicament, Orlando Patterson.  New West Indian Guide 95(1-2).
2016.  Black Power in the Caribbean, Ed. Kate Quinn.  European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies.
2016.  Entrepreneurial Selves:  Neoliberal Respectability and the Making of a Caribbean Middle Class, Carla Freeman.  New West Indian Guide 90(3-4).
2014.  Citizenship from Below:  Erotic Agency and Caribbean Freedom, Mimi Sheller.  New West Indian Guide 88(1-2).
2012.  Herskovits at the Heart of Blackness (documentary film produced by Llewellyn Smith, Vincent Brown, and Christine Herbes-Sommers).  Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology 17(2):389.
2012.  Tradition and the Black Atlantic, Henry Louis Gates, Jr.  New West Indian Guide 86(1-2):27-29.
2010.  Afro-Atlantic Dialogues:  Anthropology in the Diaspora, Ed. Kevin Yelvington.  American Ethnologist 37(3).
2009.  Downtown Ladies:  Informal Commercial Importers, a Haitian Anthropologist and Self-Making in Jamaica, Gina Ulysse.  Journal of Anthropological Research 65:513-515.
2006.  “Subaltern Politics in Jamaica:  A Review Essay of Obika Gray’s Demeaned but Empowered:  The Social Power of the Urban Poor in Jamaica.”  Social and Economic Studies 55(2). 
2006.  Callaloo Nation:  Metaphors of Race and Religious Identity among South Asians in Trinidad, Aisha Khan.  American Anthropologist 108(1):248-249.

2004.  “Politics Beyond Boundaries:  A Review Essay of Current Works on Nationalism, Migration, and Cultural Production within the Black Atlantic World.”  Identities 11(2):265-283.

2004.  “Transcending the Limits of Political and Intellectual Boundaries:  A Review of Charles V. Carnegie’s Postnationalism Prefigured: Caribbean Borderlands.”  World Order 34(4):9-20.

2004.  Postnationalism Prefigured:  Caribbean Borderlands, Charles V. Carnegie.  Transforming Anthropology 12(1&2):87-88.
1995.  Cut ‘N’ Mix:  Culture, Identity, and Caribbean Music and The Black Atlantic:  Modernity and Double Consciousness (with Diana Wells).  Identities 2(1-2):77-80.

LECTURES AND PAPER PRESENTATIONS
“Bodies, Knowledge, and Sovereignty,” Invited Lecture, University of Michigan, 22 March 2024

“Bodies, Knowledge, and Sovereignty,” Invited Lecture, The New School for Social Research, 7 February 2024

“Conspiracy, Race, Love,” Gerbrands Laureate Lecture (with John L. Jackson, Jr.), 1 December 2023, Leiden University.

“How do We Learn to Surrender?  The Embodied Practice of Ritual Knowledge.”  Invited Presidential Panel Presentation, American Anthropological Association Meetings, 17 November 2023.

“Bodies, Knowledge, and Modes of Repair,” The Morgan Lectures (Invited), University of Rochester, 1 November 2023

“Surrender:  The Death of the West, Caribbean World-Building, and the Future of Us All,” Invited Lecture, University of Texas-Austin, 6 October 2023

“Surrender:  The Death of the West, Caribbean World-Building, and the Future of Us All,” Munro Lecture (Invited), University of Edinburgh, 6 April 2023

“Surrender:  The Death of the West, Caribbean World-Building, and the Future of Us All,” Invited Lecture for “Doing Research Otherwise, KU-Leuven, 24 February 2023

“Abstraction, Multimodal Witnessing, and Repair,” Remarks for a graduate workshop titled “Reuse, Refusal, and Repair:  A Conversation with Deborah A. Thomas on Anthropology’s Visual Archives,” KU-Leuven, 23 February 2023

“Love is Now, Love is the Future” Paper presented at the meetings of the American Anthropological Association, 9 November 2022, Seattle

“The Afterlives and New Lives of Dispossession,” Invited Panelist, “Matters of Extraction,” 3 November 2022, University of Westminster, UK

“Possession Otherwise, an Engagement with Nicholas Thomas’s Possessions:  Indigenous Art/Colonial Culture/Decolonization,” Invited Panelist, Research Center for Material Culture, Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam, 25 October 2022
“Sovereignty, Possession, Surrender:  Caribbean Futures,” Invited Lecture, Emory University, 17 October 2022

“Death Prefigured,” Invited Lecture, Workshop in Honor of the 20th Anniversary of Postnationalism Prefigured by Charles Carnegie, University of Virginia, 7 October 2022
“Sovereignty, Possession, Surrender:  Caribbean Futures,” Invited Keynote Lecture, Anticolonialism as Theory Symposium, UC-Berkeley, 30 September 2022

“Surrender:  The Death of the West, Caribbean World-Building, and the Future of Us All,” Invited Lecture, Boas Seminar Series, Columbia University, 28 September 2022

“Refusal, Abstraction, Relation,” Invited Speaker, Imaginart Workshop “Practitheorizing Counterinstitutions,” documenta 15, Kassel Germany, 9-10 September 2022
“An Anthropology of Abolition/Liberation,” Invited Participant in Endeavors Seminar Series, Yale University, 31 March 2022

“The Death of Western Modernity,” paper presented at American Anthropological Association conference, November 2021 (Baltimore)

“Multimodality, Archiving, and Decolonizing Curricula,” Invited Lecture, Duke University, 22 October 2021

“Pedagogical Interventions,” Invited Presentation, Amsterdam Assembly, “Letting Go of Having to Speak All the Time,” Research Center for Material Culture, The Netherlands, 8 October 2021

“Archives, Multimodality, and Decolonizing Anthropology,” Invited Lecture, Vanderbilt University, 17 September 2021

“What Constitutes Fieldwork?  Or, How Might We Think about Ethnography in a Decolonizing Anthropology?”  Invited panelist, “What is a Field?” Conference, Philadelphia, 9-10 April 2021.

“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Afterlives, New Lives, and the Problem of Decolonizing Anthropology,” Invited Lecture, Brown University, 30 March 2021.

“Tambufest, and the Mattering of Black Lives,” Invited Panelist, “Visual Anthropology in the Wake of Black Lives Matter,” Film Festival of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 23 March 2021.
“Can Black Lives Matter in a Black Country?  Dispatches from Jamaica,” Invited Lecture, University of Toronto, 26 February 2021.

“Racial Capitalism and Geological Violence in the Wake of the Plantation:  A Conversation Between Deborah A. Thomas and Kathryn Yusoff,” “Colonial, Racial and Indigenous Ecologies” Working Group, Concordia University, 15 February 2021.
“Reading the Moment,” A Conversation between Deborah A. Thomas and Chris Wessels, VIAD (Visual Identities in Art and Design), University of Johannesburg, 11 February 2021.

“Black Caribbean Waters:  Decolonizing the Archive,” Invited Panelist, Northwestern University Sawyer Seminar, 5 February 2021.

“What Lies Beyond the Plantation?:  An Anthropology of Epochal Shift,” Invited Lecture, Stanford University, 25 January 2021.

“Afterlives and New Lives:  Bearing Witness to Epochal Shift,” Invited Panelist, “Slavery and Visual Culture Working Group,” University of Chicago, 19 January 2021.

“Form, Audience, Witnessing.”  Invited Lecture, “Peripheral Knowledges” Series, CNRS Laboratoire de Recherche sur les Cultures Anglophones, Université de Paris, 13 November 2020.  

“Affective Archives, Witnessing, and Repair.”  Invited Lecture, “Archival Encounters” Series, University of Copenhagen, 12 November 2020. https://archivalencounters.com/project/deboraththomasandnydiaswaby/ 
“What is the Utility of Anthropology in this Moment of Emergency?” A conversation with Bianca C. Williams.  New York Academy of Sciences, 9 November 2020.

“Can Black Lives Matter in a Black Country?”  UCLA Webinar, “Contextualizing BLM in the History of Slavery and Segregation,” 24 October 2020.

“What Lies Beyond the Plantation?”  Keynote.  Global Plantation Symposium, Princeton University.  15 October 2020.

“Can Black Lives Matter in a Black Country?:  Dispatches from Jamaica.”  Skomp Distinguished Lecture Series, Indiana University, 25 September 2020.

Moderator.  “The Case for Letting Anthropology Burn?  Race, Racism and its Reckoning in American Anthropology,” Webinar for the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, 23 September 2020.

“The Death of the West and the Future of Us All,” Keynote Lecture.  Plantations and their Afterlives:  Materialities, Durabilities, Struggles.  Universidade de Lisboa, 17 September 2020.

“Political Life.”  Webinar for the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, “Anti-Blackness:  Readings on Violence, Resistance, and Repair,” 17 June 2020.

“Witnessing, Recognition, and Accountability:  The Ethics and Politics of Multi-Modal Scholarship,” Invited Keynote Presentation, Ethnography Forum, Penn GSE, 21 February 2020

“The Death of the West and the Future of Us All,” Invited Lecture, Rutgers, Department of Geography, 7 February 2020

“The Death of the West and the Future of Us All,” Invited Lecture, KITLV, Leiden, 27 January 2020

“Form, Audience, Recognition:  Transmediality and the Affects of Witnessing,” Invited Keynote, Inward/Outward Conference, Sound and Vision, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 24 January 2020

“Anthropology, Multimodality, Decoloniality,” Invited Lecture, McGill University, 20 January 2020

“The Scene of the Action:  Envisioning Political Futures,” Paper presented at American Anthropological Association, 22 November 2019

“Discussant Remarks:  The Afterlives of Imperialism:  Extraction, Violence, and Sovereignty Revisited,” ASWAD Conference, Williamsburg, VA, 8 November 2019
“The End of the World as We Know It and the Future of Us All,” Invited Plenary Panelist, Caribbean Studies Association, Santa Marta, Colombia, 6 June 2019

“Anthropology, Decoloniality, Multi-Modality,” Invited Keynote, African Ethnographies, University of the Western Cape, South Africa, 15 May 2019

“Archiving a Wounded City:  Kingston 2010,” Invited Paper, IRAAS 25th Anniversary Conference, Columbia University, 27 April 2019
“Baselines for the Jamaican 1950s,” Opening Remarks to The Jamaican 1950s Conference, University of Pennsylvania, 4 April 2019 (small axe)

“Racism, Museums, and Decolonization:  A Response to Yolanda Moses,” Invited Response to Michael Kearney Lecture, Society for Applied Anthropology, 21 March 2019

“Memory, Archives, and the Price of Forgetting,” 40th Anniversary Distinguished Lecture, National Library of Jamaica, 3 March 2019

“Making Four Days in May:  Bearing Witness to State Violence through Film,” Invited Keynote Presentation, 8th Annual Graduate Student Conference, Sociology, Geography, and Anthropology Graduate Student Association, Florida International University, 1 March 2019
“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Sovereignty, Affect. Repair,” Invited Lecture, Yale University, Whitney Humanities Center, 12 February 2019

“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Sovereignty, Affect. Repair,” Invited Lecture, UC-Berkeley, 28 January 2019
“Does Touch Transform?”  Paper presented at American Anthropological Association, 14 November 2018
“Racial Disposability and Cultures of Resistance in Kingston, Jamaica:  Screening of Four Days in May,” Invited Keynote, New York University, “Epidermal Forensics:  Coloring Law, War, Borders and the Police” (Unworking Dark Matters), 12 October 2018

“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Witnessing, Affect, Repair.”  Invited Lecture, University of Cape Town, 26 September 2018

“Sight and Affect:  Visual Registers of Recognition,” Paper presented for the “Shadow Archives” panel at the annual meetings of the Caribbean Studies Association, 6 June 2019, Havana Cuba 

“What Zora Neale Hurston Gives Black Studies:  Tell My Horse, Imperial Politics, And Everyday Love,” Cornell University, 20 April 2018

“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Sovereignty, Affect. Repair,” Invited Lecture, Cornell University, 19 April 2018

“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Sovereignty, Affect. Repair,” Invited Lecture, UC-Irvine, 5 March 2018

“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Sovereignty, Affect. Repair,” Invited Lecture, Dartmouth College, 22 February 2018

“Political Life in the Wake of the Plantation:  Sovereignty, Affect. Repair,” Invited Lecture, Syracuse University, 15 February 2018
“Sight and Affect:  Visual Registers of Recognition.”  Paper presented at American Anthropological Association on invited session co-organized with Rebecca Stein, “Violence and Vision,” 2 December 2017

“Racial Modernity in Garrison Jamaica:  The 2010 ‘Tivoli Incursion,’” Invited Paper for Under the Gun:  Organized Violence and Black Populations, Center for Africana Studies, 19-20 October 2017
“Making Four Days in May,” Invited Roundtable Conversation with Varun Baker and Junior “Gabu” Wedderburn as part of AHRC Research Network Dons, Yardies and Posses: Representations of Jamaican Organised Crime, University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, 16 June 2017
The Psychic Landscapes of Racial Modernity in “Garrison Jamaica,” Paper presented at Conference in Honor of Stuart Hall, University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, 3 June 2017

“What Zora Neale Hurston Gives Black Studies:  Tell My Horse, Imperial Politics, And Everyday Love,” Jack Glazier Endowed Anthropology Lecture, Oberlin College, 14 April 2017
“Exposure, Complicity, Repair,” Keynote Presentation for the American Ethnological Society Conference, Stanford University, 31 March 2017

“What Zora Neale Hurston Gives Black Studies:  Tell My Horse, Imperial Politics, And Everyday Love,” Keynote Lecture for New Directions in Black Radical Thought Conference, UC-Davis, February 17, 2017
“Violence and Vision,” Invited Lecture, University of Washington, 24 January 2017

“Archiving a Wounded City:  Kingston 2010,” Invited Panel (Life Matters), Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, 17 November 2016
“Diaspora at the Dawn of the 20th Century:  Embodied Knowledge and Politics Reconsidered,” Keynote Lecture for Hurston@125:  Engaging with the Work and Legacy of Zora Neale Hurston, Barnard College, 28 October 2016

“Archiving a Wounded City:  Kingston 2010,” West Indies Literature Conference, Montego Bay Jamaica, 8 October 2016

“Politics in the Wake of the Plantation,” Invited Lecture, Princeton University, 22 September 2016

“What Does a Neoliberal Revolution Look Like?:  Renewal and Repair in Kingston, Jamaica,” Caribbean Studies Association Meeting, Port au Prince, Haiti, 10 June 2016

“Haiti, Politics, and Sovereign (Mis-)Recognitions,” Caribbean Studies Association Meeting, Port au Prince, Haiti, 9 June 2016

“Public Secrets, Militarization, and Doubt:  Kingston 2010,” Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Denver CO, 20 November 2015

“Repair, Complicity, and Accountability,” Invited Speaker for Conference On the Poetics and Politics of Redress, Research Center for Material Culture, Leiden, the Netherlands, 13 November 2015
“Experimental Ethnography:  Research in the Digital Age,” Plenary Speaker, Methodologies, Epistemologies and Pedagogies in African Diaspora Studies, Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora (ASWAD) Conference, Charleston SC, 6 November 2015
“How Did Rastafari Become a Threat to the State?  Or, Communism, Surveillance, and Late Colonial State Formation in Jamaica,” The Jamaican 1960s Conference (sponsored by Small Axe), Miami FL, 29 October 2015
“Time and the Otherwise:  Sovereignty, Quantum Entanglement, and Being Human in the Caribbean,” Practices of Refusal Workshop, Barnard College, 22-23 October 2015

“Public Secrets, Militarization and Doubt; Kingston 2010,” Caribbean Studies Association Conference, New Orleans, LA, May 2015

“The Temporality of Secrecy:  Taboo, Surveillance, and Archives of Militarization; Kingston 2010,” Invited Lecture, University of Chicago, 11 May 2015

“What Sovereignty Feels Like:  Entanglements, Circulations, Archives,” Invited Lecture, Wesleyan University Center for the Americas Mellon Fellows Conference, 27-28 March 2015

“Time and the Otherwise:  Sovereignty, Quantum Entanglement, and Being Human in the Caribbean,” American Anthropological Association Conference, 2-6 December 2014; also, Caribbean Studies Association meetings, New Orleans, 26 May 2015
“Silence, Taboo, and Everyday Practices of Revolution:  What Sovereignty Feels Like,” Invited Lecture, Bard College, Program in Experimental Humanities, 27 October 2014
“Silence, Taboo, and Everyday Practices of Revolution:  What Sovereignty Feels Like,” Invited Lecture, New York University, Department of History, 22 October 2014
“The Limits of the Counter-Archive,” WITS Workshop in Theory and Criticism, “Archives of the Non-Racial” Workshop, Cape Town, South Africa, 11 July 2014

“Cox’s America:  Caste, Race, and the Problem of Culture,” Caribbean Studies Association Conference, Merida Mexico, June 2014

“Race and the Social Organization of Affect:  Jamaican Guestworkers in U.S. Hotels,” Society for Cultural Anthropology Conference, The End/s of Work, Detroit MI, 9-10 May 2014
“Archives, Temporality, and Revolution,” Invited Keynote, Political Anthropology Working Group Conference “States, Publics, Politics,” Harvard University, 4 April 2014

“The Time of the Archive:  Visual Anthropology and State Violence in Jamaica,” Invited Lecture, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, Barbados, 13 March 2014

“Race And The Social Organization Of Affect:  Jamaican Guestworkers In U.S. Hotels,” 40th Anniversary Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies Conference, University of Pennsylvania, 28 February 2014
“Picturing Violence:  Framing Jamaican Communities in Time and Space,” New Directions in Africana Studies Lecture Series, Boston College, 20 February 2014

“The Time of the Archive:  Africana Studies, Vindication, and Deconstruction,” Black History Month lecture, Swarthmore College, 12 February 2014

“The Time of the Archive:  Visual Anthropology and State Violence in Jamaica,” Penn Humanities Forum Public Lecture Series, 29 January 2014

“Violence, Force, and Archiving Historical Consciousness,” Invited Panelist for “Rethinking the Anthropology of the Atlantic World” Roundtable, American Anthropological Association, 29 November 2013

“Intimate Witnessing:  Mapping Violence on the Social Body, Kingston 2010,” Invited Inaugural Diana Massiah Lecture in Caribbean Studies, York University, 8 November 2013

“Intimate Witnessing:  Mapping Violence on the Social Body, Kingston 2010,” Penn Colloquium Series, 2 November 2013

“Archiving State Violence:  Visual Ethnography and Issues of Temporality and Scale,” HUMA (Institute for the Humanities of Africa), University of Cape Town, 22 July 2013
“Archiving State Violence:  Visual Ethnography and Issues of Temporality and Scale,” Department of Anthropology, University of Witwatersrand, 18 July 2013
“Racial Situations:  Nationalist Vindication and Radical Deconstructionism,” Invited Panelist for “Race Theory Today” conference, Duke University, 2 April 2013

“The Mapping of Alternative Sovereignties:  Violence, Politics, and Prophecy in Jamaica.”  Invited Lecture, Center for Latin American Studies, University of Florida, 5 April 2013

“Geographies of Community Building:  Violence and Change in Jamaica,” Invited Lecture, Department of Geography, University of California-Berkeley, 13 March 2013

“Racial Situations:  Nationalist Vindication and Radical Deconstructionism,” Invited Keynote Panelist for “Race and Citizenship in the Americas:  Then and Now” conference, Princeton University, 22 February 2013

“Political Anthropology, Africana Studies, and the Mapping of Alternative Sovereignties,” Invited lecture at the Department of African-American Studies, University of Illinois-Chicago, 8 February, 2013

“Remarks,” Invited panelist for special Latitudes discussion, “New Directions in Caribbean Studies,” University of Pennsylvania, 4 February 2013

“Discussant Comments:  Citizenship Against the Grain,” American Anthropological Association, 16 November 2012

“So We Just Continue:  Politics and Prophecy in Jamaica,” American Anthropological Association, 14 November 2012

“The Problem with Violence:  Exceptionality and Politics in the New World,” Invited Lecture, Institute for Research on Women and Gender, Columbia University, 28 September 2012

“Indigenous Cosmopolitans:  Sovereignty, Governance, Territory,” Caribbean Studies Association Conference, May 2012, Guadeloupe

“Citizenship and Social Exclusion:  Remarks for Closing Plenary,” Caribbean Studies Association Conference, May 2012, Guadeloupe

“On Violence,” Invited Faculty Seminar, University of Puerto Rico-Rio Piedras, 30 April 2012

“The Problem with Violence:  Exceptionality and Politics in the New World,” Invited lecture at the Department of Anthropology, Temple University, 18 April 2012

“Sovereignty/Intimacy:  Political Openings in Contemporary Jamaica,” Invited lecture at the Center for Diaspora and Transnational Studies, University of Toronto, 15 March 2012

“Transnationalism, Sovereignty and Violence:  Notes from Jamaica,” Invited lecture at University of Amsterdam, 10 February 2012

“New World Natives:  Rastafari at the Cutting Edge of Indigeneity,” American Anthropological Association Conference, 18 November 2011

“Caribbean Studies, Archive-Building and the Problem of Violence,” Invited presentation (pre-circulated paper) for the Caribbean Epistemologies working group at the CUNY Graduate Center, 18 October 2011

“Sovereignty and the Space of the Nation-State:  Notes from Jamaica,” Invited lecture at CUNY Graduate Center, Department of Anthropology, 14 October 2011

“Sovereignty, Sexuality and the Space of the Nation-State:  Notes from Jamaica,” Caribbean Studies Association Conference, May 2011, Curaçao

“Deviant Black Bodies:  Violence in Transnational Discourses of Cultural Dysfunction,” Invited presentation at the 30th Anniversary Conference of the Carter G. Woodson Institute, University of Virginia, 8 April 2011

“Bad Friday:  Rastafari after Coral Gardens,” screening at the Human Rights Film Festival, University of Virginia, 6 February 2011

“Aspirational Transdisciplinarity and the Place of Anthropology within Caribbean Studies,” Invited presentation at Yale conference, “What Is Caribbean Studies?:  Prisms, Paradigms and Practices,” 2 April 2011

“Archives as Reparations,” Invited Presentation at the Atelier@Duke Conference celebrating the anniversary of the John Hope Franklin Humanities Center, Duke University, 25 February 2011

“Diasporic Switchbacks,” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Anthropological Association, November 2010

“Roots, Rasta, and Reparations,” A screening and discussion of “Bad Friday:  Rastafari after Coral Gardens” (working draft), University of Pennsylvania (sponsored by Africana Studies, Anthropology, the Annenberg School, Music, and Film and Video Studies), 29 September 2010

“Roots, Rasta, and Reparations,” A screening and discussion of “Bad Friday:  Rastafari after Coral Gardens” (working draft), Haverford College, 28 September 2010

Screening of “Bad Friday:  Rastafari after Coral Gardens” (working draft), Rastafari Studies Conference, “Negotiating the African Presence:  Rastafari Livity and Scholarship,” University of the West Indies, Kingston, 18 August 2010

“Feminist Epistemologies of Violence and Citizenship,” Introductory Remarks for panel co-organized with Alissa Trotz for Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, 6 June 2010

“Liberalism, Developmentalism, and Reparations,” Discussant Remarks for Panel titled Confronting the Costs of Ethnic Conflict, Penn Program on Democracy, Citizenship and Constitutionalism Undergraduate Conference, 28 April 2010

“Bad Friday:  Rastafari, State Violence, and the Perils of Neoliberalism,” Invited Presentation at the Watson Institute, Brown University, 24 February 2010

“Rastafari, Inc.:  Reparations, Ownership, and the Performance of Culture,” Paper Presented at the University of Pennsylvania Law School’s Journal of International Law Symposium, 5 February 2010 

“What We Know About Violence in the Caribbean,” Paper Presented at Invited Roundtable on Epistemology, American Historical Association Meetings, San Diego, 8 January 2010

“Violent Frontiers:  Status, Political Parties, and Patterns of Authority in Jamaica,” invited Presentation for Penn’s Urban Ethnography Series, 11 December 2009

“Archiving Coral Gardens,” Presentation as part of the Anglophone Caribbean Teach-In, Hemispheric Institute of Performance and Politics, Bogota, Colombia, 26 August 2009

“Memorialization, Reparations, and Engagement:  Rastafari after Coral Gardens,” Paper Presented at Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, Kingston, Jamaica, 4 June 2009

“Deviant Bodies,” Paper Presented at Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, Kingston, Jamaica, 4 June 2009

“Unapologetic States:  Rastafari, Coral Gardens, and the Jamaican Body Politic.”  Invited Presentation at the Racial Formations in the United States Conference, Eugene, Oregon, 18 April 2009

“Unapologetic States:  Rastafari, Coral Gardens, and the Jamaican Body Politic.”  Presentation at the Ethnohistory Seminar, University of Pennsylvania, 19 March 2009

“Diaspora, Transnationalism, Empire,” Remarks for Invited Roundtable “On the Usefulness of the Concept of ‘Diaspora’:  Perspectives on Studying Blackness, Africa, and Contemporary Formations in the 21st Century,” American Anthropological Association Annual Meetings, 22 November 2008

“Violent Frontiers:  Transnationalism, Diaspora, Citizenship,” Invited Presentation at Rutgers University, New Directions in Caribbean Studies Conference, 14 November 2008

“Unapologetic States:  Coral Gardens, Rastafari, and the Jamaican Body Politic,” Invited Presentation at Cornell University, 7 November 2008

“Area Studies and Institutional Realignments:  Insights from Caribbeanist Anthropology,” Invited Presentation for the Institute of Caribbean Studies, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, 2 October 2008
“Racializing Globalization,” Invited Presentation for the Faculty of General Studies, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, 1 October 2008

“Walmart, ‘Katrina,’ and Other Ideological Tricks:  Jamaican Hotel Workers in Michigan,” KITLV Workshop:  Cultural Dynamics in the Twentieth Century Caribbean, The Netherlands, 27 September 2008
“Unapologetic States:  Coral Gardens, Rastafari, and the Jamaican Body Politic,” Paper Presented at International Association of Cultural Studies Conference, University of the West Indies, 6 July 2008

“Walmart, ‘Katrina,’ and Other Ideological Tricks:  Jamaican Hotel Workers in Michigan,” Global Gender Faculty Seminar, University of Pennsylvania, 15 February 2008

“Bodies, Bodies Everywhere: Exemplary Spectacularity as Slavery’s Legacy in Jamaica,” Invited Presentation, Yale University, 20 February 2008

“Legacies of Imperial Slavery:  Spectacularity and the Example,” Paper Presented at American Anthropological Association Annual Meetings, Washington DC, 29 November 2007

“C.L.R. James’ The Black Jacobins,” Africana Classics Lecture Series, University of Pennsylvania, 24 October 2007
“The Violence of Diaspora:  Class, Culture, Circulations,” Paper Presented at ASWAD meetings, Barbados, 12 October 2007.

“Caribbean Studies and U.S. Academic Realignments,” Paper Presented at Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, Salvador, Bahia, Brazil, 29 May 2007

“Violence, Space, and Remapping Globality:  New Frontiers in Jamaica.”  Invited Presentation, University of California, Irvine, 15 May 2007.

“Violence, Space, and Remapping Globality:  New Frontiers in Jamaica.”  Invited Presentation, Swarthmore College, 20 March 2007.

“Violence, Space, and Remapping Globality:  New Frontiers in Jamaica.”  Invited Presentation, University of Chicago, 5 March 2007.

“Wal-Mart, Payless, and the Dollar Store:  Meanings of Consumption among Jamaican Hotel Workers in Michigan,” American Anthropological Association meetings, San Jose, CA, 16 November 2006

“The Violence of Diaspora:  Culture, Class, Circulations.”  Invited Presentation for conference entitled “Diasporic Hegemonies:  Race, Gender, Sexuality and the Politics of Feminist Transnationalism,” University of Toronto, 19 October 2006

“Comments,” for panel entitled “Caribbean Media Worlds,” American Anthropological Association meetings, Washington DC, 2 December 2005

“’Katrina’ and Related Ideological Tricks:  Jamaican Hotel Workers in Michigan,” Invited Presentation for conference entitled “Gendering Diaspora, Race-ing the Transnational,” Duke University, 18 November 2005

“Violence, Space, and Remapping Globality:  New Frontiers in Jamaica,” Invited Presentation for conference entitled “New Paradigms for the Caribbean in the Age of Globalization,” sponsored by the Initiative on Race, Gender, and Globalization at Yale University, 11 November 2005

“Blackness Across Borders:  Jamaica, “America,” and the Politics of Generation,” Association of the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora Conference, 4 October 2005, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
“Blackness Across Borders:  Jamaican Diasporas and New Politics of Citizenship,” Invited Lecture at Northwestern University, Department of Performance Studies, 7 June 2005

“Diasporas, Transnationalism, and Getting ‘Out of Place,” Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 3 June 2005

“Undisciplining Research:  Transcending Colonial and Academic Boundaries in Caribbean Studies,” Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, Dominican Republic, 2 June 2005 (a roundtable co-organized with Karla Slocum, UNC) 

“Blackness Across Borders:  Jamaican Diasporas and New Politics of Citizenship,” Invited Plenary Speaker, Annual Meetings of the Society for the Anthropology of North America (SANA), Autonomous University of the Yucatan, Merida, 3 May 2005

“Blackness Across Borders:  Jamaican Diasporas and New Politics of Citizenship,” Invited Lecture at the University of Pennsylvania, Department of Anthropology, 20 April 2005 

“Blackness Across Borders:  Jamaican Diasporas and New Politics of Citizenship,” Invited Lecture at Yale University, Departments of Anthropology and African-American Studies, 30 March 2005

“Development, ‘Culture,’ and the Promise of Modern Progress,” Invited Presentation at the 6th Annual Conference of the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies, University of the West Indies (Mona Campus), 17-18 March 2005
“Modern Blackness and Ghetto Feminism:  Race, Class, and Gender in Contemporary Jamaica,” Invited Presentation at Brown University, Caribbean Students Association, 25 February 2005

“Dancehall and Democracy in Jamaica:  Modern Blackness and Diasporic Cultural Production,” Presented at the “States of Democracy” Conference of the Duke-UNC Consortium on Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 11 February 2005 

“Dancing for Social Change: Research, Performance & Artistic Activism,” Duke University Center for Multicultural Affairs, 26 January 2005
“Modern Blackness:  Progress, ‘America,’ and the Politics of Popular Culture in Jamaica,” Co-Organizer, Conference on Globalization and Race, Yale University, 10 September 2004.  

“Centennial Migrations:  Dollars, Dreams, Diaspora,” Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, St. Kitts, 3 June 2004.

“Seasonal Labor, Global Visions:  Gendered Geographies of Jamaican Migration,” Invited Lecture, The Gender Institute of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, April 2004.

“Seasonal Labor, Global Visions:  Gendered Geographies of Jamaican Migration,” Third Annual Young Scholar’s Lecture, Women’s Studies, University of North Carolina, 14 January 2004.

“On Virginity Testing, Forced Sterilization, and Redemption Songs:  Mapping Crisis on Women’s Bodies, Jamaica 2003,” Invited Lecture, African and African-American Studies, Duke University, December 2003.

“Toward a Diasporic ‘Critical’ Mass at Duke,” American Anthropological Association Meetings, Chicago (Association of Black Anthropologists), November 2003.

“Seasonal Workers, Global Visions:  Jamaican Women and the U.S. Hospitality Industry,” Invited Panelist for a Conference titled “Migration in the Americas:  Emerging Issues,” York University (CERLAC), Toronto, September 2003.

“Imaginable Futures:  Cross-Regional Conversations on Caribbean Anthropologies,” Caribbean Studies Meetings, Belize, May 2003 (a roundtable co-organized with Karla Slocum, UNC)

“Caribbeanist Anthropologies:  People, Places, Trajectories,” American Anthropological Association Meetings, New Orleans, November 2002 (co-authored by Karla Slocum, UNC, for session we co-organized entitled “Imaginable Futures:  Conversations on Caribbean Research and the Foundations of Anthropology,” invited by the AAA Executive Program Committee) 

“Radically Capitalist Ghetto Feminists:  The Politics of Race, Class, and Gender in Contemporary Jamaica,” Third World Re-Order Lecture Series, Center for African-American Studies, UCLA, February 2002.

“Modern Blackness:  ‘What We Are and What We Hope to Be’,” American Anthropological Association Meetings, Washington DC, December 2001 (co-organizer of invited session entitled “2001 Black Odyssey:  The Cultural Politics Of Race And Nation At The Dawn Of The New Millennium”)

“Seasonal Labor, Seasonal Leisure:  The Gruntwork, Goals, and Gains of Jamaican Hotel Workers in the United States,” Caribbean Studies Association, St. Maarten, May 2001 (organizer of panel entitled “Globalization and New Economic Strategies:  Women Working the System”) 

“Democratizing Dance,” Invited Panelist, Conference on Past Performances, Center for the Humanities, Wesleyan University, April 2001

“Democratizing Dance:  Institutional Transformation and Hegemonic Re-Ordering in Postcolonial Jamaica,” Invited Lecture, Barnard College, February 15, 2001; Duke University, March 1, 2001

“From ‘Out of Many, One People’ to ‘A Fi Wi Nation’:  The Cultural Politics of Nationalism in Independent Jamaica,” Invited Lecture, Duke University, November 30, 2000; Wesleyan University, January 31, 2001

“Writing Modern Womanhood in East Rural St. Andrew,” American Anthropological Association Meetings, Chicago, IL, November 18, 1999

“’Tradition’s Not an Intelligence Thing’:  Jamaican Cultural Politics and the Ascendance of Modern Blackness,” Invited Lecture, Columbia University Faculty Seminar on Cultural Pluralism, October 18, 1999; Privatization of Culture Project, The New School for Social Research, November 1, 1999

“The ‘Problem’ of Nationalism in the British West Indies Reconsidered:  Colonial (Re)positioning of Race, Ethnicity, and Gender during the 19th Century,” Invited Lecture, Caribbean Research Forum, New York University, April 23, 1999 (with Diana Wells)

“Dancing in (Nation) Time: Representing Jamaica’s Cultural Identity Through Performance,” Crossroads Fall Lecture Series on Dance Performance in the African Diaspora, Tulane University, November 12, 1998

“Dancing Out of (Nation) Time in Jamaica,” Leonhardt People Center, American Museum of Natural History, New York City, February 7-8, 1998

“Questions From the Field: Nation Building and Cultural Production in Post-Independence Jamaica,” American Anthropological Association Meetings (Invited Session in Honor of Professor Constance Sutton), San Francisco, CA, November 1996

“Nationalism and Cultural Policy:  Shifting Ideologies of National Cultural Development,” American Ethnological Society Conference on Transnationalism, Nationalism, and Cultural Identity, San Juan, Puerto Rico, April 18-21, 1996

“Globalization, Diaspora, and Cultural Policy:  Kumina and Jonkonnu in the Age of the International Dancehall,” Conference on Caribbean Culture, Kingston, Jamaica, March 4-6, 1996

CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS ORGANIZED
2021-2022
“Toward a Radically Humanist Anthropology,” Cape Town, South Africa

2017

“Feminists Tackling Anti-Black State Violence,” an interdisciplinary panel convened for
the opening of Bearing Witness:  Four Days in West Kingston, at the Penn Museum.  Participants:  Maziki Thame (Political Science, Clark Atlanta U); Ann Farnsworth-Alvear (History, Penn); Leniqueca Welcome (Anthropology and Urban Studies, Penn); Grace Sanders Johnson (Africana Studies, Penn); Faith Smith (English and African and Afro-American Studies, Brandeis)
2016

“Don’t Shoot:  Black Lives Matter and State Violence in Global Perspective,” panel sponsored by EE@Penn for the Screening Scholarship Media Festival.  Participants:  Christen Smith (Anthropology, U Texas-Austin); Kurt Orderson (Filmmaker, South Africa); Quinsy Gario (Performance Artist, Dutch Netherlands and Amsterdam)

2017

“Experimental Methods in Ethnographic Research,” panel sponsored by EE@Penn for

the Screening Scholarship Media Festival.  Participants:  Christiana Giodano and Greg Pierotti (anthropology and Dramatic Arts, UC-Davis); Lochlann Jain (Stanford); Roxanne Varzi (Anthropology, University of California, Irvine); Alejandro Duran (Photographer, NYC); Jason de Leon (Anthropology, University of Michigan)
2015

Visual and Performative Ethnographic Research:  New Directions in the Humanities, Social Sciences, and Law, a conference co-convened with John L. Jackson, Jr., Regina Austin, and Stanton Wortham, sponsored by the Provost’s Interdisciplinary Seminar Fund, the Faculty Working Group on Visual and Performative Ethnography, the School of Arts and Sciences, Penn Law, the School of Social Policy and Practice, the Graduate School of Education and the Annenberg School for Communication, 19-20 March 2015

2014

“Diasporic Circuits Reconsidered:  Bringing Together the Post-Colonial “New World” and Post-Apartheid South Africa,” and international conference co-convened with John L. Jackson, Jr., and co-sponsored by the School of Arts and Sciences, the Annenberg School, the Year of Sound, the Ford Foundation, and the Department of Africana Studies, 17-18 April 2014

2013

“Disasters and their Aftermaths,” a working conference co-convened with John L. Jackson, Jr. and co-sponsored by the School of Arts and Sciences and the Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania, 19 April 2013

2006-2009
The Sadie T.M. Alexander Lecture Series, co-sponsored by the Department of Anthropology and the Center for Africana Studies at the University of Pennsylvania

2008

“Re-Routing Diaspora:  Gender, Visuality, and Politics,” A conference co-organized with Tina Campt (Duke U) at the University of Pennsylvania, 8 February

2006

“Diasporic Hegemonies: Race, Gender, Sexuality and the Politics of Feminist Transnationalism,” An international conference co-organized with Tina Campt, Alissa Trotz, and Rinaldo Walcott, University of Toronto, 19-21 October 2006
2006

“Dialogues on Caribbean Politics of Identity and Religion.”  A mini-conference co-organized with Karla Slocum (UNC) held at Duke University’s Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 24 February.

2005

“Unbounding/Undisciplining Area Studies:  Explorations of Past, Present, and Alternative Geopolitical Possibilities.”  A roundtable co-organized with Karla Slocum (UNC) held at the American Anthropological Association meetings, Washington DC, 3 December.

2005

“Gendering Diaspora, Race-ing the Transnational.”  An international conference co-organized with Tina Campt (Duke, Women’s Studies), 17-19 November.

2005

“Politics, Caribbean Societies, and Anthropological Research, Part II.”  A symposium co-organized with Karla Slocum (UNC) held at the Sonja Haynes Center for Black Culture, University of North Carolina, February 19.

2004

“Politics, Caribbean Societies, and Anthropological Research.”  An international roundtable symposium co-organized with Karla Slocum (UNC) held at the New York Academy of Sciences, February 6.

2003-4

“The Caribbean/The World.”  A Duke-UNC faculty/graduate student seminar co-organized with Karla Slocum (UNC).

2003

“Imaginable Futures:  Cross-Regional Conversations on Caribbean Anthropologies.” An international roundtable symposium co-organized with Karla Slocum (UNC) held at the Caribbean Studies Association Meetings, Belize.

2000

“Feminisms and Globalization.”  A Symposia Series that occurred in conjunction with the five-year review of the Platform for Action adopted by governments at the United Nations’ Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing.  Co-organized by NCRW, the Center for the Study of Women and Society at CUNY, and the Japan Preparatory Committee, City University of New York, New York City. 

1999

“Choosing to Lead:  Women’s and Girls’ Visions for the Next Century.”  NCRW Annual Conference, United Nations Headquarters, New York City.

1998

“Transformation through Research, Action, and Knowledge.”  NCRW Annual Conference, Washington DC.

OTHER CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

Discussant Remarks for “Racializing Humanitarianism and Development,” Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington DC, 29 November 2017

“Repair, Complicity and Accountability,” Discussant Remarks for “Horizons of an Otherwise,” Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Minneapolis, MN, 19 November 2016

“Anthropology, Translation, and the Fetish of Race,” Discussant Remarks for “Anthropology’s Caribbean:  Critical Histories,” Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Denver CO, 20 November 2015
Co-Organizer (with Joe Masco), “What Sovereignty Feels Like,” Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Denver CO, 20 November 2015
Plenary Roundtable Participant, “The Legacy of Scattered Hegemonies,” Locations of Learning:  Transnational Feminist Practices, Barnard College, 22 February 2014
Organizer, “Indigeneity/Diaspora:  Tracking ‘Natives’ in the New World,” American Anthropological Association, November 2011

Organizer, “Moving Targets,” American Anthropological Association, November 2010

Invited Panelist, “Linking Violence and Human Security Issues,” NCRW Conference, Hunter College, New York City, 11 June 2010

Moderator and Organizer, “Feminist Epistemologies of Violence and Citizenship,” Caribbean Studies Association, May 27, 2010

Chair, Panel in Honor of Rex Nettleford, Caribbean Studies Association, May 24, 2010

Invited Panelist.  “New Directions in Global and Transnational Feminism,” NCRW Conference, CUNY Graduate Center, New York City, 7 June 2005

Participant.  “Activism, Advocacy, and the Ethnographic:  A Round Table Discussion,” Organized by Ralph Litzinger and Ajantha Subramanian.  American Ethnological Society, Providence, RI, April 2003.

Panelist.  “Race and Gender in Hip Hop Music.”  Hip Hop, Global Flows Conference, Duke University, February 2003.

Moderator/Organizer.  “Bringing the Platform Home,” Feminisms and Globalization Symposia Series held in conjunction with the five-year review of the Beijing Platform for Action, The City University of New York, New York City, June 2000.

Panelist.  “Our Mother’s Daughters…and Sisters!:  Young Feminists as Present and Future Leaders of the Feminist Movement,” Feminist Expo 2000, Baltimore, March 31, 2000.

Moderator/Organizer.  “Grassroots Leadership, Civic Involvement, and Academic Activists,” NCRW Annual Conference, United Nations Headquarters, New York City, December 1999.

Moderator/Organizer.  “Where is Feminism’s ‘Fourth Wave’?”  NCRW Annual Conference, Washington DC, October 1998.
COURSES TAUGHT

University of Pennsylvania
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (Anthropology, Race, and the Making of the Modern World)
Culture and Politics of the Caribbean


The African Diaspora


Theoretical Foundations




Anthropology of the Americas

Diasporic Circuits Reconsidered:  The Post-Colonial “New World” and Post-Apartheid South Africa

Feminist Ethnography (Graduate and Undergraduate Seminar)

Contemporary Approaches to the Study of Culture and Society (required Anthropology Grad Seminar)
Race, Nation, Empire (Graduate Seminar)
Race:  An Anthropological Interrogation (Colloquium Series/Grad Seminar)
Race, Diaspora, Critique (required Africana Studies Grad Seminar)
Methods and Grantwriting for Anthropology (Graduate Seminar)

Duke University

Culture and Politics of the Caribbean

Global Culture

Research Methods (Graduate Seminar)

Nationalism (Graduate Seminar)

The African Diaspora 



Theoretical Foundations 

Diasporic Hegemonies (Graduate Seminar)
Political Economy of Globalization (Graduate Seminar)

Wesleyan University
The Caribbean:  Past and Present




Gendering Globalization:  The New (New) International Division of Labor

 

Race-ing to Nationhood:  State Formation and Blackness in the Caribbean


Gendered Futures

New York University





Peoples of the Caribbean





STUDENTS SUPERVISED

Graduate (University of Pennsylvania)
Katleho Kano Shoro (Anthropology)

Jacob Nussbaum (Anthropology)

G. Maris Jones (Anthropology)

Amrey Mathurin (Africana Studies)

Amber Henry (Anthropology and Africana Studies)

Leniqueca Welcome (Anthropology)

Christopher Green (Anthropology)

Emily Sutcliffe (Anthropology)

Nooshin Sadegh-Samimi (Anthropology)

Michelle Munyikwa (Anthropology and the Medical School)

Lee (Joseph) Young (Anthropology and the Medical School)

Briana Nichols (Anthropology and the Graduate School of Education)

Negar Razavi (Anthropology)

Celina de Sa (Anthropology and Africana Studies)

Osei Alleyne (Anthropology and Africana Studies)

Khwezi Mkhize (Africana Studies)

Leah Lowthorp (Anthropology)


Christa Cesario (Anthropology)


Susan Thomas (Graduate School of Education)

Graduate (Duke)

Tami Navarro


Giles Harrison-Conwill


Bianca Robinson


Kaifa Roland

Graduate Supervisor and/or External Examiner

Tashanna Walker (Geography, Rutgers University)

Alana Osborne (Anthropology, University of Amsterdam)

L’Antoinette Stines (Cultural Studies, University of the West Indies, Mona)


John Hunte (Cultural Studies, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill)


Patrick Hylton (Cultural Studies, University of the West Indies, Mona)


Alicia Richards (Cultural Studies, University of the West Indies, St. Augustine)


Jovan Lewis (Anthropology, London School of Economics)
Undergraduate (University of Pennsylvania)

Carlos Montes (Anthropology)

Janan Dave (History and Sociology of Science)

Ryan Jobson (Anthropology and Africana Studies)


Rhaisa Williams (Africana Studies)


Brandi Waters (Anthropology and LALS)


Katie Seeger (Anthropology)
OTHER POSITIONS HELD
2000

Visiting Artist in Dance, Department of Dance, Wesleyan University
1998-2000
Program Director, National Council for Research on Women (NCRW)
Coordinated activities related to the Council’s international programming, including the Global Initiative, which facilitates collaborations between NCRW’s member centers and scholars from democratizing countries in Eastern Europe and Africa; the Women’s Studies and Area & International Studies Curriculum Integration Project; and the International Directory of Centers for Research on Women.  Spearheaded development of the Council’s programming with a new generation of feminist scholar-activists, the Fourth Wave Initiative.

1995                  Researcher, The Harlem Birth Right Project




Harlem Birth Right: “Pregnancy and Pregnancy Outcomes for Black Women in the United States,” June 1994-June 1995

Conducted ethnographic fieldwork among street vendors and hospital workers in Central Harlem as part of a three-year team research project on infant mortality funded by the Centers for Disease Control through the New York Urban League.  Focused on the ways income and generational differences, social networks, national origin, and lifestyle choices structured people’s knowledge of and access to various available social services in Harlem and throughout New York City.  Also conducted extensive topical, life history, and genealogical interviews with long-term project participants.

1990-1995
Urban Bush Women, Inc.
Performed full-time with this New York-based dance/theatre company (1990-1992; 1995). Led various dance and theatre workshops, and taught master classes while touring both nationally and internationally.  Also worked administratively to plan, implement, and document the Company’s popular education residencies (Community Engagement Projects) in New Orleans (1992), Campinas, Brazil (1992), and Philadelphia (1993); and did fundraising for special projects such as a site-specific collaborative performance in Oshogbo, Nigeria (August/September 1993).

1989-1990
“Exploring the Tradition of Afro-Brazilian Dance and Theater with a View toward Informing American Artistic Sensibilities,” June 1989-April 1990 (Brown University Arnold Fellowship)
Conducted research among members of the performing arts community in Salvador, Bahia on their attempts to consolidate and disseminate an awareness of and appreciation for the African heritage in Brazil.  Focused specifically on the political aspects of their cultural struggles, particularly in terms of shifting ideologies of racial and national identity.  Performed with various bands and dance companies.

1988-1989
Crossroads Theatre Company, Literary Associate
Responsible for reading and evaluating scripts, assisting in dramaturging mainstage productions, editing the monthly newsletter, and writing program inserts from the Literary Department.  Assisted in the establishment of Sangoma, a collective of women theatre artists dedicated to increasing the representation of women in all aspects of theatrical production.

LANGUAGES
Portuguese (fluent); French (conversant); Spanish (reading comprehension)

UNIVERSITY SERVICE (PENN)
Board Co-Chair, Sachs Program for Arts Innovation (2019-2023)

Board Member, Sachs Program for Arts Innovation (2017-present)

Member, Committee on Undergraduate Education (2019-2021)

Member, Diversity and Well Being Committee (2017-2020)

Member, Fulbright Committee (2016-2019)

Interim Director, Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies (Fall 2017)

Member, Executive Committee, Gender Sexuality and Women’s Studies (2017-2020)

Member, SAS Strategic Plan Committee on Graduate Education (2013-2014)

Chair, Anthropology Graduate Group (July 2009-December 2012); Interim Chair, 2015-2016
Member, Faculty Senate (Summer 2009-Summer 2012)

Trustees Council of Penn Women, Faculty Advisory Board Member (Summer 2009-Present)

Member, Consultative Committee for Selection of Vice Provost (Fall 2009)

Coordinator, The Sadie T.M. Alexander Lecture Series (co-sponsored by Anthropology and Africana Studies, 2006-2009)

Member, SAS Committee for Graduate Education (2007-2009)

Graduate Group Memberships:  Anthropology, Africana Studies, English, Comparative Literature, Graduate School of Education, School of Social Policy and Practice
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
American Anthropological Association

Co-Chair, Commission for the Ethical Treatment of Human Remains

Editor in Chief, American Anthropologist (2016-2020)
American Anthropologist, Editorial Board (2012 – 2016)

Editor, Visual Anthropology Section, American Anthropologist (2013-2016)
Annual Meeting Program Co-Chair 2009
Society for Cultural Anthropology


Secretary, 2011-2014


Editorial Collective, 2022-Present

Association of Black Anthropologists

Editor, Transforming Anthropology (2007-2010)

Associate Editor, Transforming Anthropology (2003-2006)

Caribbean Studies Association

Executive Committee Member 2008-2011 
Journal of Social and Economic Studies (UWI), Editorial Collective

Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora (ASWAD)


Board Member 2013-2019
Peer Reviewer:  Duke University Press, New York University Press, University of Virginia Press,
University of Chicago Press, University of Illinois Press, Liverpool University Press, Palgrave, Cultural Anthropology, American Anthropologist, American Ethnologist, small axe, Identities, Transforming Anthropology, Latin American Research Review, Comparative Studies in Society and History
Grant Reviewer:  Social Science Research Council, SSHRC, Mellon/ACLS, AAUW, Wenner-Gren

Foundation for Anthropological Research, National Science Foundation
Social Science Research Council, Research Advisory Committee, Arts Research with Communities of

Color Grant Program (with the Lila Wallace Fund)
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